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Hillsborough into title round; HMB stays alive

By Terry Bernal Daily Journal Staff Jul 25, 2018 Updated 19 hrs ago
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Hillsborough cleanup batter Beau Schaffer, seen here in a previous game, was 2 for 3 with four RBIs in
Tuesday's 9-0 win over Maidu Little League in West Sacramento to advance to the Section 2 Northern California
Little League 10-11s Tournament championship round, starting Thursday.
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WEST SACRAMENTO - Hillsborough just keeps marching through the Division 2 Northern
California Little League 10-11s Tournament.

The "Borough boys powered to a 9-0 win over Maidu Little League-Granite Bay, Tuesday night at
Memorial Park in West Sacramento, to advance to the Nor Cal championship round, starting
Thursday. Through three wins in the tourney, Hillsborough has now outscored its opponents 21-
2 while batting .380 as a team.
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Hillsborough into title round; HMB stays alive (Continued)

We're confident,” Hillsborough manager Ben Coughlin said. We're stressing to the boys to play
with confidence but not be cocky. And, like we’ve been stressing all season, to keep it one pitch
and one play at a time. But we’re confident and we’re in a good position right now.”

The pitching has been stellar as well. Left-hander Devin Saltzgaber scattered four hits over 4 1/3
innings to earn the win Tuesday, while striking out 10. It was his first starting assignment since
teaming with reliever Anakin Manuel for a shutout of Scotts Valley in the Nor Cal tournament
opening round. Before Nor Cal, Saltzgaber’s prior start also produced a gem, a game in which
Beau Schaffer pitched in relief for a combined shutout of Mt. Eden in the Section 3 quarterfinals.

“He was in command all night long,” Ben Coughlin said. “He mixed up his fastball and curveball
well, and just really pitched a fantastic game.”

Schaffer again emerged in relief Tuesday to close out the shutout. And at the plate, Schaffer
powered Hillsborough in the cleanup spot with a 2-for-3, four-RBI night.

“When we had the runners on we produced,” Ben Coughlin said. “And Beau has been solid in
the cleanup spot for us all year.”

Hillsborough was quiet the first turn through the batting order but woke up in the third inning,
breaking a scoreless tie with a five-spot. Schaffer got his team on the board with a two-run single.
He followed with a two-run double in the fourth amid a four-run rally.

Saltzgaber, Tolu Carroll, and leadoff hitter Nate Coughlin added two hits apiece.

HMB advances in Majors tourney

Half Moon Bay advanced through the elimination bracket of the Division 2 Northern California
Little League Majors Tournament with a 15-11 win over Redwood Empire Little League Tuesday
night at Alta Mesa Park in Redding.

The kids from the Coastside jumped out to a 5-0 lead in the first — stoked by a leadoff home run
by Ben Cleary on the first pitch of the game — and added six runs in the second to up the lead to

11-1.

From there, HMB managed its pitching, using five arms while keeping aces Cleary and Liam
Harrington available for Wednesday’s game against Tri-City.

The strategy nearly backfired. Reliever Charlie Underwood entered in the fifth to induce an

inning-ending double play, but Redwood Empire got the tying run to the plate in the sixth.
With the bases loaded and two outs, the game ended on a routine fly to center.
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Hillsborough into title round; HMB stays alive (Continued)

“The tying run came to the plate,” HMB manager Don Scatena said. “We worked hard to get to a
point where we could avoid that. But it was worth it to keep our pitching intact.”
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Source Link

www.smdailyjournal.com/sports/hillsborough-into-title-round-hmb-stays-alive/article 987facd8-
8fd9-11e8-91ea-b77acl172d6a4.html

HLL Editor’s Note: Minor typos and name spellings corrected. In the original online version, the story
omitted Saltzgaber’s prior start vs. Scotts Valley in the NorCal tournament opener.
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