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Hillsborough swings to win in Section 3 opener
By Terry Bernal Daily Journal Staff  Jul 12, 2018 Updated 4 hrs ago

Will Hirsch connects for an RBI single in the second inning of Hillsborough’s 11-1 win over Danville in the Section 3
Little League All-Star 10-11s Tournament Wednesday in Union City.

Daily Journal File Photo

Terry Bernal/Daily Journal

UNION CITY — Anakin Manuel is back. And the Hillsborough All-Star is good as ever.

It came as no surprise that Hillsborough handed the ball to Manuel for the opening game of
the Section 3 Little League All-Star 10-11s Tournament. It also came as no surprise Manuel
dominated both sides of the ball — earning a four-inning complete-game victory on the
mound and going 2 for 3 with three RBISs at the plate — in Hillsborough’s 11-1 mercy- rule win
over Danville Wednesday night at Hall Ranch Park in Union City.

“There are six guys we can throw, but Anakin has been our big-game starter,” Hillsborough
manager Ben Coughlin said.
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The only surprising event involving Manuel in recent years was a not so pleasant one at the
end of last season’s postseason run by Hillsborough, when the ace right-hander missed the
biggest start of his career after fracturing his ankle while playing laser tag in the days prior to
the 2017 Northern California 9-10s championship game.

Through three games this year in the Little League All-Star postseason — two in
Hillsborough'’s District 52 championship run and now the Section 3 opener — Manuel has
gotten back on track to the tune of a 3-0 record with a 0.38 ERA.

“Anakin, he is just very consistent,” Ben Coughlin said. “He can throw all his pitches for
strikes. And he doesn’t get rattled, which I think is rare for this age.”

With four teams in the double-elimination Section 3 tourney, Hillsborough is already halfway

to Sunday’s championship round. They now advance to Friday’s winners” bracket semifinal to
face Mt. Eden.

And the ‘Borough boys show no signs of slowing down. In support of Manuel’s gem, the
Hillsborough lineup exploded for eight runs in the second inning, then posted three more in
the bottom of the third to secure the shortened, mercy-rule win. Even with the game starting
26 minutes late, it was a short night, with the official game time registering at one hour, one
minute.

“This one was surprisingly short,” Manuel said.

Hillsborough sent 12 batters to the plate in the second, with the entirety of the lineup batting
around before the team even made an out. And it was the bottom of the order that started
making the real noise, as No. 8 hitter Quinn Folk and No. 9 hitter Will Hirsch got the team on
the board with back-to-back RBI knocks.

Batting around has been a common theme this postseason, with Hillsborough now outscoring
opponents 48-6 through six games. Folk and Hirsch just aren’t as accustomed to being the

driving force as they were Wednesday.

“That’s something the team has done a lot,” Hirsch said. “Normally, when that happens, I get
a sacrifice bunt or a groundball to the right side.”

Last season through Hillsborough’s 9-10 Northern California runner-up campaign, Folk and
Hirsch were predominantly bench players. This season, Folk enjoyed a strong regular season
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with the Hillsborough Little League Padres, hitting regularly in the heart of the order,
including several games batting spent batting cleanup.

Come the District 52 tournament, he and Hirsch were regular starters, though it took them
both some time to get their bats going. Hirsch had just one hit through the district tourney.
Folk went hitless through six at-bats.

“In the District tournament, I started off a little rocky,” Folk said.

Folk has his swing going now, though, as one eight different Hillsborough batters to record
hits Wednesday.

“I think we’ve just tried to keep it simple — throw strikes, play defense and get quality at-
bats,” Ben Coughlin said. “And we’ve been able to do that up and down the lineup.”

Hillsborough set the table in the inning with Devin Saltzgaber drawing a leadoff walk. Ryan
Drake followed with an infield hit, and Luke Levitt walking to load the bases. Folk followed
by scorching a sharp grounder into left field to drive home Saltzgaber. Hirsch followed up
with a crisp single back through the middle to plate Drake. The top of the order kept the rally
going, as Nate Coughlin, Collin Firestone, Manuel and Beau Schaffer followed with
consecutive run-scoring swings of the bat.

“Quite frankly, 1 through 13, we can hit,” Ben Coughlin said, referring to all 13 players on his
roster. “And we saw that tonight.”

Hillsborough'’s skipper was referring to the third inning, in which pinch-hitter Tolu Carroll led
off with a long double into the right-field corner. Carroll then alertly stole third when Hirsch
squared to bunt, took it, but with the Danville infield crashing hard, no one was covering third
base. Pinch-hitter K.C. Chavinson then got hit by a pitch to put runners at the corners before
Manuel singled home Carroll, with Chavinson also scoring on the play after an errant throw
from the outfield.

Manuel then scored the decisive mercy-rule run when Schaffer reached on an infield throwing
error. Manuel initially wasn’t able to score as he collided with the Danville third baseman
while rounding the bag. But after the umpires conferred, the collision was ruled obstruction by
the infielder, and Manuel was awarded home plate.
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Manuel soldiered through a pair of two-out hits in the top of the fourth to close out the win.
Danville managed just four hits, including a 2-for-2 night from Jack Yribarren, who scored his
team’s only run on an RBI groundout by Jude Johnson in the third inning.

Manuel allowed just three balls out of the infield all night, finishing with four strikeouts and
five groundouts, including an around-the-horn double play from Hirsch, to Nate Coughlin to
Saltzgaber to end the second inning.

“] was pretty confident,” Manuel said. “I mean, I was nervous because if we lost, we’d be in a
tough situation (through the losers” bracket). ... But overall I was feeling pretty good.”

When asked if he plans on playing any laser tag this summer, though, Manuel’s answer was
an emphatic no.

“No way!” he said. “No way!”

PET ey

Source Link

www.smdailyjournal.com/sports/hillsborough-swings-to-win-in-section-opener/article cfc9f51e-8597-11e8-
8246-9fab511f84ac.html

(Editors Note: Misspelled names and minor punctuation were edited from the San Mateo Daily Journal online version.)
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